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MINUTES of the FRATING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held at the Memorial Hall 

 on Monday 7th September 2026 at 19:30hrs. 

 

Present: Cllr Terry Cuthbert 

  Cllr Paula Bland 

  Cllr Sally Potter 

  Cllr Chris Walpole 

Also in attendance: 

  Cllr Pat Murray Essex County Council 

Kay English, Clerk to the Council 

   

There were two members of the public present. 

 

09.26.60 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Terri Philp.  
Cllr Brian Winter was absent. 
 
09.26.61 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
It was RESOLVED: That members would raise relevant disclosures of interest at applicable agenda  
item. 
 
09.26.62 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Announcement: The Chairman clarified, for the benefit of all present, that in accordance with the 
Council’s Standing Orders, the public session was limited to 15 minutes, with a maximum of 3 
minutes per speaker. The Chairman retained discretion to extend this period if appropriate. All 
questions were to be directed through the Chairman and once the public session concluded, no 
further public participation was permitted. 
Q1. A member of the public enquired about Pallet Plus and their planning application that was due to 
expire soon. 
Response: The Council noted that the programme of works had not commenced. Tendring District 
Council (TDC) retained the ability to withdraw the original planning permission; however, Pallet Plus 
could apply for an extension, which would likely to be approved.  Although the site was outside 
Frating, enquiries would be made to seek clarification on the current position. 
 
09.26.63 MINUTES 
Members RECEIVED and CONSIDERED the draft Minutes of the Frating Parish Council meeting held 
on 6th July 2026. 
It was RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th July 2026 be APPROVED 
and signed by the Chairman. 
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09.26.64 MINUTES 
Members RECEIVED and CONSIDERED the draft Minutes of the Frating Parish Council 
Extraordinary meeting held on 3rd August 2026. 
It was RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held Monday 3rd August 2026 be APPROVED 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
09.26.65 MATTERS PENDING 
Members RECEIVED and CONSIDERED a list of Parish Council’s current outstanding actions as 
outlined in Appendix C.   
It was RESOLVED: That the Matters Pending be NOTED. 
 
09.26.66 REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  
i. Cllr Pat Murray (Essex County Council Tendring Rural West Division) provided an update on: 

• Drain covers: Reports had been submitted to Highways and raised with Cllr Webster due to 
its urgent nature. Cllr Murray inspected the site and confirmed that the drain had been plated 
and covered with a safety cover. 

• Lay‑bys (rubble): Enquiries had been made regarding the condition of the lay‑bys. An on-site 
meeting was scheduled with the Highway’s representatives to review the area.  

• Bus service: Concerns were raised about long waiting times. Cllr Murray had written to the 
bus companies seeking an explanation for persistent delays. 

• Local Government Reorganisation (LGR): It was reported that the LGR had been 
suspended. Clarification was sought on how this related to the NHS and Police services. The 
position regarding elections would be confirmed in due course.  A Mayoral election for Essex 
may still proceed. This was at an early stage, having only been announced that afternoon. 

• 100‑day leaflets: A 100‑day leaflet outlining achievements by the new administration had 
been released; Cllr Murray would provide copies.  Cllr Murray reported that he was now able 
to dedicate more time to his division having previously covered for absent colleagues; he had 
visited businesses and engaged with the community. 

• Traffic lights: Cllr Murray was asked to obtain an update on changes to the traffic lights with 
Cllr Mark Webster having indicated previously that the works would be completed by the end 
of August. Synchronisation was required to reduce local congestion. 

• Weight limit Alresford Viaduct: This matter was outstanding since January. Updated 
signage was required to reduce unnecessary lorry movements. The most recent response 
from ECC was to report this again via the portal, which was not considered helpful. Cllr Murray 
was asked to expedite the issue. 

• Lay‑bys (removal): Two lay‑bys should be removed and a request for this had been 
submitted. The area was being used as an informal lorry park, which was unsafe for 
pedestrian access. 

• Frating Park: A dropped kerb was required as residents were currently unable to access the 
bus stop safely. ECC Highways had been asked to consider installing an entrance to the park 
to improve access.  Cllr Murray was asked to investigate this further. 

Cllr Murray left the meeting at 19:55 hours. 

ii.Cllr Keteca representative for The Bentleys & Frating Ward gave her apologies and was not in 
attendance.  Cllr Keteca’s report, received by email, would be circulated after the meeting.   
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iii.FPC Representative’s Report:  
 
TDALC update (Cllr Bland): Leader Peter Harris (Clacton East) attended the meeting and outlined 
the 100‑day plan and ECC priorities. A pothole emergency had been declared, with funding 
reallocated to support repairs and improvements to kerbs and pavements.  Cllr Harris also referred to 
the School Safety Programme, addressing issues such as speeding and parking. Adjustments were 
planned for schools, including the introduction of pods in primary schools and enhanced provision for 
SEND pupils, supported by savings through reduced travel to special‑needs schools. An increased 
focus on dental provision for children was also highlighted. 

It was noted that the discontinuation of analogue in January 2027 could affect systems such as 
burglar alarms and Care Line facilities.  As some residents may be unaware of this, the matter would 
be included in the winter Parish Newsletter. 

Regarding the Minerals Plan, no further information was available. It was noted that this was linked to 
the Local Plan and that minerals extracted in Frating were not of high grade. 
It was RESOLVED: That the representatives reports be NOTED.  
 
09.26.67 CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
There was no Chairman’s report as items were covered earlier in the meeting or later on the agenda.     
 
09.26.68 CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk reported that she had worked an additional 7 hours in August 2026 due to CiLCA training, 
policy review and budget preparation.  The Clerk also reported that there was an increase in the NJC 
salary pay scales effective from 1st April 2026 resulting in a back dated payment that would be 
reflected in the October salary payment.  
It was RESOLVED: That additional hours of working be APPROVED and the increase in in NJC 
salary pay scales be NOTED. 
 
09.26.69 PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
i. Planning Applications Received:  

26/01280/FULHH 
Sunnyholme 
Main Road  
Frating  

Householder Planning Application – 
single storey 

Proposed: rear extension, 
two storey side extension 
and raised roof including loft 
conversion.   

   

The application for Sunnyholme, Main Road Frating was tabled at the meeting as it was received after 
publication of the agenda. The proposal sought amendments to create a six‑bedroom dwelling with a 
ground‑floor sauna and storeroom, and included changes to roof design. While there was no objection 
to the revised planning application, it was noted that the removal of trees constituted a breach of 
Condition 3. 
It was RESOLVED: That that the planning applications determined be NOTED and the Clerk would 
raise the breach of Condition 3 relating to tree removal at Sunnyholme with the Planning Department, 
TDC. 
 
ii.Planning Decisions: 

 26/00811/COU NOT 
Morehams Hall 
Clacton Road Frating  

10 dwellings with private amenity 
space and parking provision 

Approval 
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ESS/11/25.TEN 
Lufkins Farm 
Great Bentley Road 
Frating  

Erection and use of concrete batch 
plant 

Approval 

It was RESOLVED: That the planning decisions be NOTED. 
 
iii.Planning Appeal: 

26/00566/FULHH 

3 Frating Hill 

Erection of detached garage to front 

and extension of rear annex building 

Reference 6011743 

It was RESOLVED: That the planning appeal be NOTED.   
 
iv. Local Plan Update: The Chairman provided an update on the Local Plan and outlined the next 
steps including the forthcoming round of public consultation. This would offer residents and Frating 
Parish Council a further opportunity to comment on the proposals. The consultation deadline was 
confirmed as 19 October 2026.  Cllr Bland and Cllr Cuthbert would review the proposals and submit 
comments on behalf of FPC. 
It was RESOLVED: That the next round of consultation on the Local Plan be NOTED and that Cllr 
Cuthbert and Cllr Bland would comment on the proposals on behalf of FPC with information on the 
consultation process circulated via a newsletter to all residents. 
 
v.Tendring District Council’s New Waste & Recycling Arrangements: commencing on 5th October.  
It was RESOLVED: That the new arrangements for Waste & Recycling outlined in Appendix D be 
NOTED and information added to the FPC website.  
 
09.26.70 FINANCE 
i.Schedule of Payments and Receipts 1st August 2026 – 31st August 2026 outlined in Appendix E 
It was RESOLVED: That the Schedule of payments and receipts be APPROVED. 
 
ii.Invoices presented for payment by the Clerk for payment in September 2026 circulated prior to the 
meeting.  
It was RESOLVED: That the payments as presented by the Clerk be APPROVED. 
 
09.26.71  GOVERNANCE 
i. Policy Review: The Privacy Notice, Equality & Diversity Policy, Dignity at Work Policy and Freedom 
of Information Policy as set out in Appendix F were reviewed. The Clerk advised that the content of 
the policies had not substantially changed with the exception of the Equality & Diversity Policy, which 
had been updated to reference the Public Sector Equalities Duty, website accessibility standards, the 
Worker Protection Act 2023 and specific councillor responsibilities. 
It was RESOLVED: That the policies outlined in Appendix F be APPROVED subject to an 
amendment to the Privacy Notice to remove reference to Twitter.   
 
ii. Frating Parish Council Statement of Objectives as outlined in Appendix G. 
It was RESOLVED: That the Statement of Objectives be APPROVED. 
 
iii. Recording & Behaviour Standards Policy (Appendix H): The Clerk explained that this was a new 
policy setting out expected standards of behaviour and outlining good practice for recording of 
conversations, including during council meetings. 
It was RESOLVED: That the new Recording & Behaviour Policy be APPROVED.  
 
iv. Tendring District Council Social Media Guidance for Members as outlined in Appendix I.  
It was RESOLVED:  That the Social Media Guidance for Members be NOTED.     
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v. Emergency Plan: The Chairman outlined the Emergency Plan, explaining both the manual and 
online versions. The importance of raising awareness was emphasised with councillors reminded of 
the PPE and equipment available, including the drop box and torches. A village emergency scenario 
was described to illustrate how the Plan would be activated with the Parish Council supporting the 
emergency services and other authorities as required.  It was noted that the Plan required updating, 
particularly in relation to named individuals.  Reference was made to first responders and the need for 
DBS checks when working with children in line with safeguarding requirements.  The Emergency Plan 
was available in the Memorial Hall and councillors were encouraged to read the Plan.  The Chairman 
explained that Resilience meetings were held a couple of times each year. 
It was RESOLVED: That the Plan be updated, circulated as appropriate and an updated version 
added to the website.   
 
09.26.72 COMMUNITY & OPEN SPACES  
i.Autumn Parish Newsletter as outlined in Appendix J: 
It was RESOLVED: That the Autumn Newsletter be APPROVED, printed and circulated. 
 
ii.Public Rights of Way Information as outlined in Appendix K. 
It was RESOLVED: that the Public Rights of Way information be APPROVED and added to the 
website. 
 
iii. Donation request Basics Essex: further information on the community benefits to Frating residents 
was outlined in Appendix L.   
It was RESOLVED: The donation request was not supported on the basis that it provided no 
identifiable benefit to the Frating community, with a preference expressed for supporting local first 
responders instead.      
 
iv. Donation request East England Ambulance Service Charity outlined in Appendix M. 
It was RESOLVED: The donation request was not supported with a preference expressed for 
supporting other charities that had a direct benefit to the Frating community.   
 
v.Litter Picking Events: An update was provided on the current position, which remained unclear 
despite extensive enquiries into whether parish councils may undertake litter picking on roads with 
speed limits above 30 mph. The Clerk advised that such activity should only be carried out where 
appropriate traffic management was in place, such as cones or lane closures, which would have cost 
implications for the Council. 
It was RESOLVED: That the matter be considered further, including the option of litter picking on 
footways adjacent to roads where it would be safe to do so, but not on grass verges without a 
footway. The issue would be raised at TDALC to obtain information from other councils on their litter 
picking activity in similar circumstances. 
 
vi. Village Heritage Sign: The Chairman proposed that refurbishment of the village sign be 
considered.    
It was RESOLVED: That the refurbishment of the Village Sign be AGREED with details discussed 
again at a future meeting of the council 
 
vii.Closed Churchyard: An update was provided on the ongoing works. The bench had been received 
but not yet installed with installation expected later in the week. A quotation for the compost areas 
was awaited and a quotation for hedge removal was also pending. A recent cut had been completed. 
It was RESOLVED: That the on-going works be NOTED.  
 
viii. Vehicle Activated Sign Statistics (Appendix N): Essex Police advised that a 100‑vehicle check 
was carried out on 26 June 2026 between 14:33 and 14:55, during which 100 vehicles passed.  
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The check was undertaken using a calibrated speed‑enforcement device known as TruCam, an 
Essex‑approved enforcement tool. In accordance with Essex Police policy, such checks and any 
future traffic enforcement must be conducted by a uniformed officer.  Essex Police further indicated 
that an official speed‑enforcement zone or exercise must be authorised by them and that they did not 

consider speeding in Frating to present a road‑safety risk 
It was RESOLVED: That the Police position be NOTED, together with the VAS statistics confirming 
that 6% of vehicles continued to exceed the 40-mph speed limit. 
 
 09.26.73 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE AGENDA OF A FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Items for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting should be referred to the Clerk.   
 
09.26.74 DATE OF THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The next parish council meeting was scheduled to take place on Monday 5th October 2026 at 
19:30hrs at Frating Memorial Hall.  
 
The meeting closed at 9 pm hours. 
Signed……………………………………………………………………………. Date………………………… 
 


